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INFLUENZA PANDEMIC 
By Edwin Eugene Ott, March 24, 2020, addended January 17, 2021 

 

The United States declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917.  Before entering the war, the U.S. 

had remained neutral, though it had been an important supplier to the United Kingdom, France, and the 

other Allied powers. The U.S. made its major contributions in terms of supplies, raw material, and 

money, starting in 1917.   

The Selective Service Act of 1917 authorized the conscription of citizens into military service for 

the war.  American soldiers began arriving on the Western Front in the summer of 1918. During the war, 

the U.S. mobilized over 4 million military personnel and suffered 110,000 deaths, including around 

45,000 who died due to the 1918 Spanish influenza outbreak (30,000 before they even reached France).  

A ceasefire and Armistice was declared on November 11, 1918.1,2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Wikipedia, United States in World War I, Accessed 20200324, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_in_World_War_I 
2 News articles were found using Newspapers.com. 
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Schools began closing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public service announcements were made  

to help prevent spread of the disease. 
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Black humor poems were written to break the stress. 

 

. 

 

Apparently, the epidemic subsided 

somewhat. However, it came back to Laurens 

County with a vengeance, as described in this 

very sad article 
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More poems were written, and the influenza waned and waxed into 1920. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Addendum:  This influenza pandemic (aka, Spanish Flu) is estimated to have claimed the lives of 675,000 

lives in the United States over a period of approximately two years.3  There was no vaccine available at 

that time.  The COVID19 Pandemic reached the United States in early 2020.  After almost a year, 

COVID19 has already claimed approximately 400,000 lives in the United States.  Vaccines are now 

available to combat this latest pandemic.  We all hope that the death toll will not surpass the Influenza 

Pandemic of 1918.  

 
3https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/reconstruction-1918-virus.html 
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