METEORITE FOUND IN LAURENS COUNTY
By Edwin Eugene Ott
20170413

A meteorite “was found, in the year 1857, in the northwest corner of Laurens County, South
Carolina, and was deposited in the cabinet of the Laurensville Female College, at Laurens C. H., very
soon after its discovery. It was sent to the New Orleans Exposition of 1884—85, where it formed a part of
the State exhibit of South Carolina.” [1,2]

The original meteorite was described as having a weight of 4.75 pounds (2.15 kilograms) [3] and
being “approximately 9 x 8 x 7 cm (3.5 x 3.1 x 2.8 in). It has been described as having a cuboidal [cubical]
form with a smooth, cone-shaped face at one end.” [4] It is thought to have struck the Earth some
significant time before being found because it showed signs of terrestrial weathering. [5] The meteorite
is formally characterized as being “iron, fine octahedrite.” [6]

The Laurens meteorite is considered special because of its “well marked relation to a cuboidal
form; a shape very rarely, if ever before, observed in masses of this nature,” [7] and because it “was
composed of two austenite [metallic, non-magnetic form of iron] crystals which were in twin position,
probably the first observation of this kind.” [8]

Pieces of the Laurens meteorite have been studied and are in the collections of numerous
institutions around the world: Vienna (1,537 g), Chicago (81 g), Budapest (81 g), London (61 g), New
York (40 g), Prague (40 g), Paris (39 g), Washington (12 g). [9]
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