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A BERIOUS MATTER.

Onco more we eall upon the
thinknig men of Laurens County,
and especially of the town of Lau-
rons, toatop; look matters squarely
{n the face and risc toaction. The
cotton factory to be built at Moun-
tain Shoals is a matter of tho great-
cst concera to thig place. Asacot-
ton market alene, we can prosper;
but to have the trade of that flour-
ishing section around this factory
taken from us, willbe felt bylcvery
buelness man. Year by year we
are being surrounded by factory
towns which are growing prosper-
ous, while they.draw(their life-blood
from this county. Will it ever be
thus?  Will our men of means, our
rubatantial business men, sit down
and allow their property to depres
clate, “their business  to fail and
their town to dry up? Ifwo allow
the cotton trade to be cut up and
distributed to all the towns around
us, we must not expeet a healthy
commorcee, or prosperity in any di-
rection. For a few weeks it really
scemed that our people had awak-
ened from,their stupor and realized
the situation and made an effort to
master it. One would have thought
that the cotton factory for Laurens
was an assured fact, but the bubble
soems about to burst. Tt looks as
though those who rose with most
lusty shouts have been first to fall
into silence, and the whole matter
now appears to tho public as a
dream, the child of a sickly imagi-
nation or tho production of indiges-
tion,

Even now, the growth of factory
towns around us can be turned to
advantage. We cun mako these
feedors if only we turn our hands
towards improving our cotton
market. Laurens is favored in lo-
cation, our railrond facilities are
unsurpassed in this section, and all
we want is a start in the direction
of manufacturing enterprises.

Just think of it! In two weeks
SIXTY THOUSAND DOLLARS
were subseribed to a factory for Lau-
rens, and yet for want of & leading
apirit who had the nerve and pluck
to hold ou’, the enterprise failed
to grow to completion! Letus all
make a desperate effort—a long
pull and a pull altogether—to build
this factory, and then the grand
possibilities before us will be reali-
red,
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