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It was the Fall of 1960. Richard Nixon was running in the Presidential election as the 
Republican candidate, and John Kennedy was running as the Democratic candidate. My 
father, Furman Edward Ott, Sr. was serving as the Chairman of the Laurens County 
Republican Party. I was fifteen years old. 

The Democratic Party dominated South Carolina politics, except during the 
Reconstruction Era, from 1828 until the election of James E. Edwards as Governor in 1974. 
My father was a small independent businessman. He felt the Democrats were not 
supporting business owners properly and worked with others in Laurens County to 
establish the Republican Party in the State.  

As Chairman of the Republican Party in Laurens County, my father received flyers 
and other campaign materials for the election which he gathered in his business office. 
There were the expected campaign buttons, bumper stickers, and flyers. One day when I 
visited his office, I saw many boxes filled with materials that appeared to be campaign 
materials from the Democratic Party. All these materials prominently featured images of 
John Kennedy with African Americans and specifically addressed issues of concern to them. 
I have no reason to assume that these materials were not legitimate Democratic Party 
materials. How the Republican Party obtained them would be speculation. However, one 
item which was as large as a four-page newspaper, had printed on its front the following: 
“READ KENNEDY’S OFFICIAL HANDOUT FOR THE NORTHERN VOTER! DO YOU BUY IT? 
Complimentary Distribution by Committee to Save States’ Right.” South Carolina and most 
of the other Southern states were segregated then. The use of these materials by the 
Republicans seemed racist to me at the time, and I think would be judged by most persons 
today as racist. 

These materials remained in my father’s office for at least a few weeks. I do not 
know if he allowed them to be distributed. I prefer to think that he did not. I consider the 
day that I saw these materials to be my awakening to the dirty tricks that are now 
thoroughly and blatantly engrained in politics. Kennedy won the election vote in Laurens 
County with 4,550 votes to Nixon’s 3,299 votes. 

Following is a copy of the newspaper insert mentioned above, one of the flyers, and 
an advertisement that was printed in The Clinton Chronicle at that time. My mother saved 
these items for history. 
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Figure 1  Republican Newspaper Insert, front page. 
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Figure 2  Republican Newspaper Insert- second page. 



4 
 

 

Figure 3  Republican Newspaper Insert, third page. 
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Figure 4  Republican Newspaper Insert, back page. 
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Figure 5  Republican Flyer, side one. 
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Figure 6  Republican Flyer, side two. 
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Figure 7  Republican Advertisement printed in Clinton Chronicle 


